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liminary objections to the abftract principle, were of 
courfe> premature, ft was ea'fy to fee that Mr. Brit- 
ton's advocate argued like Jupiter when he thundered,, 
and that it was ufelefs to anfwer arguments of fuch 
high authority. However, poor and forlorn as lernc 
was, (he was not totally defencelefs.. Several eminent 
counfel were volunteers for her; many of -them thofe 
who had fettled her marriage articles; manyjefpect- 
able gentlemen and citizens allured her, of their coun- 
tenance", and the merchants and. bankers of her neigh- 
bourhood informed her (he mould not want for money. 
One honed and -intelligent man was particularly flxentt- 
ous in her interefts.— he was .connected with her by the 
tender relation of .Fo/?<?r-brother,. had been always her 
friend— had witneflcd and promoted her profperity— 
and upon this trying decafion, the mod feducing 
temptations were in vain held out to corrupt his fidelity. 
The caufe went oh, an d her advocates exhibited many 
learned and eloquent pleadings, and there was little 
doubt,, if iffue had been fairly joined thereupon, 
that the determination mult have been favorable to Ierne. 
But in this ft'age of. the caufe Doctor Coquin pleaded. a 
peremptory exception to the admiffibility of her de- 
fence,, in. which he principally contended,, that her 
weak ftate of health was a conclufive reafon why (he 
fliould make no objection. He relied, for this point, 
upon a pofit'ion, of the Cannon law. Impartial men con- 
fidered the point flrong, but not convincing, however, 
the fuit was in the court of prerogative, a tribunal fup- 
pofed to be favorable to Mr. Britton; and though it 
went to the delegates, a fimilar biafs was fufpected to 
operate there, and the caufe was determined againft 
her. Many of her'friends advifed her to make an ulti- 
mate appeal to the court above of final jurifdiftion^ but 
Hie. found herfelf fo weak and exhaufted by her late in- 
ciifpofition, and her mind,fo harafled and weakened by 
the ill treatment flie had received, that (lie refolved to 
fubmit without any further immediate effort. 

The confequences of this extraordinary affair may 
well be imagined: Mr. Button in vain fought for his 
irrecoverable happpiaefs. The loving, ardent, faithful 
wife- had vaniflied ; and the injured, abject, cold and 
reluctant (lave remained.- Love was for ever fled. She 
returned not cafefles which (he loathed,, and fubmitted 
to/rather than participated. Permanent difguft brooded 
over the vifion of diftant revenge;, and Mr. Britton,. 
confeious that he could not be loved, precipitated into 
the ufual corruption of the human heart, and determin- 
ed that he (hould be feared. Gloomy and vigilant ty- 
ranny became the neceffary guardian ofinfmcere and in- 
voluntary obedience, and enjo.ying neither the freedom 
of their firfl connection, nor the honorable obligations 
of their fecond>, he experiences all the uncertainty of 
the one, while _(he feels more than the chains of the 
other.' -Her property, that formerly (he cheerfully la- 
vished upon Iiis neceflities, which (he anticipated, (he 
now-fuffers to be taken in fulky and defpairing acquief- 
eence. Mr. Britton has become an unhappy man— he 



Ijas loft the rcfpccV of his friends, and expofed himfelf 
to the attacks of his enemies. He often laments that 
he took the advice of William, and regrets the fatal 
day when he at once violated his honor and his intereflv 
His health is rapidly declining ; and from being a full 
handfomeman, with no appearance of difeafe but a ten- 
dency to plethora, he now exhibits all the fymptoms of 
morbid melancholy, and a rapid confumption. 

As to Ierne,. her condition is pitiable and alarming; 
deep affliction overpowers, while confeious virtue fcarce- 
ly fuftains her. The profligate Frenchman has availed 
himfelf of the family diffenfions, and renewed his 
abandoned addreffes. While female refentment kindles, 
female virtue totters. The tears flow plenteous from her 
eyes, but the hectic of indignation glows in her cheek. 
She often exclaims— >" Foolifli and unprincipled man, 
" how happy might we have been together! I plighted 
" thee rhy troth, and would have been proud to be 
"■ thine to my lateft hour, but I am abandoned, be- 
" trayed and forlorn, and it little matters what becomes 
" of an injured fpirit, and, a broken heart." 



Tie following Letters were communicated to us by the Gen- 
tlemen to whom they were addrejjed. 

TO THE TOWN CLERK OF, LIMERICK. 

SIR, — — — 

I HAVE great fatisfaction in acquainting you 
that when the Legislative Union takes place, the Me- 
diterranean fleet will be (tationed at the mouth of the 
Shannon. It is conceived by his majefty's minifters, 
that after that event, it willbe the moft convenient po- 
fitionfor obferving' the motions.of the enemy at Alex- 
andria, Corfu and Malta. Pleafe to keep this informa- 
tion fecret from the great men and merchants of Cork, 
as it would create jealoufies ,in that quarter that might 
embarrafs the mcSfurc. 

I am, fir, your humble fervant, 

ROGER GOWER, Clk.of the Hofiers. 



TO THE TOWN CLERK OF CORK. 

SIR, 

I HAVE great fatisfaction in acquainting you* 
that when the Legislative .Union takes place, the Me- 
diterranean fleet will be (rationed at Cork Harbour ; it 
is conceived , by his majefty's minifters, that after that 
event, it will be the moft convenient pofition for ob- 
ferving the motions of the enemy at Alexandria, Cor- 
fu, and Malta; pfeafe to keep this information fecret 
from- the great men and merchants of Limerick, as"it 
would create jealoufies in that quarter, that, might em- 
barrafs the meafure. 

lam, Sir, your humble Servant, 

ROGER GOWER, Clk. of the Hofier;.- 
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